leisurely that it was almost restful to watch them. For more than a minute they continued slowly circling about among the trees• within a space of a few rods, passing in and out anqong the branches;several times the leading bird appeared about to alight• but feeliug its pursuer close at hand continued its course. The rear bird was constantly giving utterauce to its full songnotes, which fact probably accounts for its uninterested manner as pursuer; for it seemed so engrossed with the feat of singing during flight that it could give little heed to the chase. Both birds finally alighted peaceably among the branches, the follower alighting first. There appears to be uo regular period of silence with this Vireo, which is more or less given to vocallsm through its exitire stay. In July and August, however, there seems to be a time of n•ininium w)cal vigor• when singing is intermittent• and sometimes appears to cease briefly altogether; but there is no constant rule, the birds appearing to be nquch influenced by varying external causes. A severe drought, as with other species, is uufavorable to song, and during the exceptional aridlty of the sunqmer of i88x singing seemed, at intervals, to be wholly discontinued. In September. or by late August, the normal vocal vigor is regained; and sonqetimes singing becomes very general late in Septenqber, shortly before its discontinuance with us• which dates from the 22d to the 3oth, and is due to the depz•rture of the bird. This Vireo possesses greater powers of song than are generally accorded it. Perhaps its •vant of recognition as a vocalist is because it does not reveal its tifflest capabilities in the spring when birds are expected to do their best. All through the spring and early sunqmer we hear in low bushy places and on shrubby Changing fi'om its spring and summer scarlet to autumn green, this bird goes curiously counter to the order of color change fi'om spring to fall, which nature has rotopted on so large a scale for our landscapes. The Scarlet Tanager undergoes its change in August, and early in the month may be found with its red plumage variously invaded by the conquering yellowish and green. I have found the male in externally perfect fall dress by mid-September; but feather growth continues into October, when the bird becomes excessively fat. As for the Pine Grosbeaks, they too remained late the present year--through March--and showed some disposition to sing. Low warbling notes were heard from them in February, at SingSing, by Dr. A. K. Fisher, and also at Riverdale.
Carpodacus purpureus. PURPLE F•cm
There is ranch irregularity in the occurrence with us of the Purple Finch, particularly in the winter season. In some winters it is constantly present in numbers; in others it is absent. From this arises an irregularity in the time of the beginning of spring song. When the bird has been common through the winter its song is to be heard usually much earlier in the spring than when it is brought by migrants WIIILE living in Northern •linneso_ta I shot a bird, late iu the fidl, xvhich was with difficulty identified. The •Key' carried it straight to Zono•richia, but it had no white cro•vn, no white throat, and no black head; hence, how could it belong there ? At last it was discovered that, like the play of Hamlet with.the part of Hamlet left ont, this was a Black-headed Sparrow minus the black head. The acquaintance then formed has ripened into a lasting fi-iendship, and fi'om that time the jaunty bird bas been an especial favorite. It came to me under several ckcumstances tending to excite interest. It was the first true western bird I had ever seen, nor could I learn fi'om any books at hand •vhence it came or whither it went; no one had ever seen its nest and eggs, and even its winter home was but imperfectly known. For three years its coming and going in the North we•'e noted, and then after quite a long separation it was again greeted last fall in its winter home near the southern boundary of Indian Territory. As might be expected, its movements dm'ing the winter were watched quite carefifily, and it is the intention of the present article to add to these observations all that is now kno•w• of its distribution and migration. Our subject wns first described by Nuttall from Westport, Mo., in x84o, and for the next thirty years not tnuch was added to our kno•vledge of it. Up to •873 most of the notices respecting it were fi'om the Missouri River, along which it had been traced
